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Vy) \ 
Theology vs. Arehitectute 


Most churches have been built by laymen, or to be more oR Wonk: 
mittees, who had no sensitivity to the fact that the ext Oliness of 
beauty as well as a beauty of holiness. Their barn-liké structures have 
bequeathed to us ugly sanctuaries that have defied any rational or 
aesthetic explanation and have condemned succeeding generations to 
assume the burden of redesigning them. With the present expansion 
in new church building and the excesses of modern ecclesiastical archi- 
tecture in mind, ministers of Reformed congregations should make 
their sanctuaries reflect the basic theological emphasis of their worship 
and they should use only those symbols that are appropriate to it... . 
§ The choir is situated best in the gallery. To have the choir facing 


the people “has no justification in history, doctrine, psychology, or 
aesthetics.” This brings up the unfortunate tendency in most American 
churches for the choir and its director to become a professional order 


which vie with the clergy for attention, prominence, and congrega- 
tional preferment. In Reformed churches there is no such authorita- 
tive order as Ministers of Music. . . . Every minister welcomes good 
music ... but the contemporary trend toward professionalism is alien 
to the original purpose for which choirs were organized and is fast 
discouraging the great institution of congregational singing. As P. T. 
Forsyth once observed, “To leave the singing to the choir and the 
praying to the minister is popish. . . . Originally the choir in Romanism 
was the clergy. They did the singing. They didn’t lead; they monopo- 
lized. But in Protestantism, the congregation is the choir; the choir 
so-called is only the leader for use and service.” No congregation 
should permit the choir to deputize for them. The Reformers brought 
congregational singing back into Christian worship and made it one 
of the marks of its corporatenessDoNaLp Macteop in Word and 
Sacrament, A Preface to Preaching and Worship, just published by 
Prentice-Hall, Inc., Englewood Cliffs, N. J. 











Letters to the Editors 
Douglas Position on 





Red China Protested 





Disagrees 


I was amazed and distressed to see that 
Justice William O. Douglas of the U. S. 
Supreme Court should advocate the admis- 
sion of Red China to the United Nations 
in a recent speech. 

While it is true that the population of 
China is very large, as in all Communist- 
controlled countries the number of actual 
Communists is small, and they are in con- 
trol not by the choice of the people, but 
by force and intimidation. To recognize 
such a government would only serve to 
strengthen the bonds by which this minor- 
ity is enslaving the Chinese people. We 
may not be able to free the people, but 
why should we take away their hone of 
freedom, and take the heart out of our 
Asiastie allies and friends by recognizing 
the slavemasters and murderers? 

I note that Mr. Douglas called Commu- 
nist China an “outlaw nation” and asked, 
“How can an outlaw be kept outside the 
United Nations and yet be disciplined by 
it?” Would it not be well to ask, if it were 
in the U. N. could it be disciplined by it 
any more than Russia was disciplined for 
her atrocities in Hungary, her interven- 
tion on the side of aggression in Korea, 
and her current intermeddling in the 
Congo, where she has been working 
against the United Nations, of which she 
is a member “in good standing”? Is not 
the best discipline that can be exercised 
against Red China at this time to just 
withhold recognition from her? 

Finally, in view of the effort of the 
Communists to either destroy or subvert 
the Tnited Nations organization, would 
not the admission of Red China to it be 
disastrous to the United Nations organiza- 
tion itself. as well as to the cause of free- 
dom? And would it not greatly set for- 
ward the Communist objective of world 
domination? 

Wo. C. CUMMING. 
Greenville, S. C. 


EDITORS’ NOTE—From the New York 
Times report cf Mr. Justice Douglas’ speech 
at the annual dinner of the National Patrons 
Society of the Jewish Theological Seminary 
in America, these portions should be printed 
here, in view of the Cumming letter: 


Associate Justice William O. Douglas of 
the Supreme Court urged last night that 
Red China be admitted to the United Na- 
tions as a necessary step toward curbing 
the Peiping regime’s international lawless- 
ness. 

Justice Douglas’ dissent from official 
United States policy, which is to exclude 
Communist China from the United Na- 
tions, began with the premise that the 
United Nations was handicapped by the 
exclusion of a Chinese Government ruling 
one-fourth of the world’s people. 

After recounting Peiping’s occupation 
of Indian border territory and asserting 
that Red China's subjugation of Tibet 
“exceeded in ruthlessness and cruelty the 
actions of Russia in Hungary,” Justice 
Douglas said: 

“These Tibetan and Indian ventures on 
the part of Red China make her an outlaw 
in any accurate use of the word. Being 
an outlaw may seem in logic to be a rea- 
son for barring her from the United Na- 
tions. But in reality how can an outlaw 
be kept outside the United Nations and yet 
be disciplined by it? 


“There is today no tribunal to which 
Red China can be made to account. There 
is no assembly or council before which 
she can be summoned. Cold practicalities 
make admission of Red China necessary— 
accompanied, of course, by a settlement 
of the many tangled but pressing problems 
between this country and Red China.” 


This Is the Book! 


In leafing through the November 14 is- 
sue of THe OvTLooK I see in the Letters 
to the Editors a request for help in iden- 
tifying a book. I hope I can be of help. 

The Bible as History by Werner Keller 
(William Morrow & Co., New York, 1956; 
$5.95) seems to be the book in question. 
Specifically, part III, entitled, “Forty years 
in the Wilderness: from the Nile to the 
Jordan” is referred to in the letter. 





@ Under study in Atlanta 


Incidently, this book is the subject of 
a review by the senior high youth fellow. 
ship in our church this Sunday. It should 
prove provocative and stimulating to these 
young people. 
HERBERT PAUL KAUHL, 
Morris Plains, N. J. 


In the Nov. 14 issue of THE OUTLOOK a 
West Virginia reader inquires the title 
of a certain book. Since I, too, bought the 
book after reading your review, and unlike 
Mrs. W. Va., have used it constantly for 
church school teaching, I can supply the 
title: “The Bible as History,” by Werner 
Keller. Wm. Morrow & Co., New York. 

NorTH CAROLINA. 


. Would “West Virginia” be looking 
for Barclay’s “And He Had Compassion 
on Them”—a handbook on the miracles 
of the Bible? We purchased this in a 
paperback edition for our church library. 

WESTFIELD, N. J. 
NOTE—The Barciay book is a stimulating 
one, distributed in this country by us, but it 
is probable that the one in question is the 
first one mentioned above. 


What Is the Church? 


N LIGHT of the fact that Sessions of 

Presbyterian Churches should always 
exercise their ruling powers within the 
larger Presbyterian system of ascending 
courts, that it is our responsibility as a 
presbytery “to order whatever pertains to 
the spiritual welfare of the churches” un- 
der our care (BCO Par. 76), and aware 
of problems confronting us at present 
which relate to the fundamental nature 
of the church and seem to demand a state- 
ment of principles, the Presbytery of At- 
lanta issues the following resolution :* 

We affirm that the church is by nature 
universal (Catholic). The fellowship of 
believers in Christ transcends national, 
economic, ethnic, and racial distinctions 
and “includes all who make profession of 
their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, to- 
gether with their children” (BCO Par. 
12). To discriminate against or segre- 
gate fellow-believers and worshippers by 
race or color is to violate the very char- 
acter of the church. 

We affirm that the church is Christ’s 
Body and that its life and actions should 
be in obedience to his Headship, and they 
must not simply reflect the cultural values 
of society. The church building is not 
the possession of men but the House of 
God, “a house of prayer for all people” 
(Isaiah 56:6). No man or group of men 
has the authority to exclude from Chris- 
tian fellowship those whom the gospel 
includes. (See G. A. minutes, 1954; page 
193.) 


*This resolution was presented at a re- 
cent adjourned meeting of Atlanta Presby- 
tery (OUTLOOK, Nov. 14) but after several 
hours of debate action on it was deferred 
for study by a special committee. It had 
been presented at a previous meeting of 
the presbytery but was postponed to the 
adjourned meeting. 


We affirm that the church should view 
the present racial crisis in our area as 
an occasion for humble repentance and 
as an opportunity for a positive and rele- 
vant witness to the Christian doctrine of 
man and of the essential nature of the 
church. The church should strive not 
simply to react to its environment, but to 
act with Christian purpose and to speak 
with clarity to the issues of our time. 

By way of specific application of these 
basic affirmations: 

A. We declare that Presbyterian 
Churches should receive those who attend 
our worship services, regardless of race 
or color, in the spirit of Christ, that there 
be no discriminatory treatment or segre- 
gation. We strongly urge that our officers 
and people not allow the organized or 
planned nature of any “tests” of our 
churches to distract us from our responsi- 
bility to meet every test as Christians 
eager to display the distinctive character 
of our fellowship, nor to tempt us to 
assume the precarious and presumptive 
task of distinguishing true worshippers 
from insincere worshippers, remember- 
ing that only God knows the human heart. 

B. We remind our churches that the 
proper role of the church in any emer- 
gency or crisis is never a mere prudential 
and resourceful ‘“‘caring for its own,” but 
a ministry of love and practical concern 
for all men. In the present public school 
desegregation crisis we strongly urge our 
churches not to project any plans or en- 
gage in any program that would directly 
or indirectly, encourage a closure of pub- 
lic schools. If the schools are closed, we 
remind our churches that any emergency 
educational facilities they might offer 
should follow the unsegregated character 
of the church itself. 
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e IN LovulrsvILLE, Ky., a unique down- 
town project—Trinity Towers—will be a 
combined church (Methodist) and apart- 
ment building, constructed under financ- 
ing provisions of the Federal Housing 
Act, which gives up to 90% mortgage 
guarantee to buildings by non-profit or- 
ganizations in which tenants over 65 are 
given priority. It is the first such project 
in the nation. ... e In RoME a new kind 
of worker-priest movement is growing, 
but unlike the one in France which was 
dissolved by the Pope last year, the Ital- 
ian experiment has the Vatican’s bless- 
ing. Every Thursday hundreds of young 
men in training for the Catholic priest- 
hood trade their clerical garb for workers’ 
clothes and spend the day in manual labor 
throughout the city, where, it is hoped, 
they will become profoundly conscious 
of their responsibility to the working 
class.... @ Bitty GrAHAM has received 
permission to hold a crusade in Soldier 
Field, Chicago, in the city which he says 
has “the worst reputation” in the world. 
It is scheduled for the spring of 1962.... 
e THE STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA has dis- 
missed charges against a Quaker father 
(John H. McCandless of Alburtis) who 
tutored his son at home because, he said, 
“It is impossible to obtain a religious 
education in our present public school 
system.’’... e A STUDY was recently com- 
pleted at Baptist Hospital, Winston- 
Salem, N. C., indicating that clergymen 
are more prone to emotional stress and 
strain than are men of the same age 
groups in other jobs and professions. A 
director of the study said, “A minister 
could spend his full time in one of four 
or five areas of church work.”’ Confronted 
by a number of “frustrations,” he is un- 
der more than ordinary emotional strain. 
... @ A Brit will be introduced in the 
Danish Parliament to permit Free 
Churches under certain circumstances to 
use buildings of the National Lutheran 
Church, if they cannot find other facili- 
ties. . . . e New Or1eaAns Archbishop 
Joseph F. Rummel has declared that Ro- 
man Catholic schools in that city will be 
integrated only when “public school in- 
tegration has been effectively carried out.” 


NEWS BULLETIN 








STREET: WORLD MISSIONS _ 


Professor T. Watson Street of Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary will 
become executive secretary of the Presby- 


PREACHERS, PULPITS, POLITICS 
DISCUSSED BY JOHN C. BENNETT 


NEW YorK (RNS)—A noted Protes- 
tant theologian has cautioned against ac- 
ceptance of the recently emphasized opin- 
ion that “churches and synagogues should 
keep hands off the decisions and policies 
of the state.” 

Dean John C. Bennett of the faculty 
at Union Theological Seminary here, 
stressed instead that the Protestant, Cath- 
olic and Jewish communities are each 
“obligated and inspired” by their faiths 
to seek to influence public life. 

The theologian spoke at the closing ses- 
sion of the 32nd annual meeting of the 
National Conference of Christians and 
Jews here. His address was given as the 
first Morgenstern Award Lecture, a 
series of three annual talks on interreli- 
gious relations to be given before the 
NCCJ by Protestant, Catholic and Jew- 
ish leaders. 

Referring to the recent Presidential 
campaign, Dr. Bennett noted that the 
efforts of both candidates to disengage 
themselves from religious controversy 
might easily be misinterpreted. 


19 METHODIST SENATORS; 
PRESBYTERIANS HAVE 11 


WasHINGTON, D.C. (RNS)—Method- 
ists will again outnumber members of 
other denominations in the United States 
Senate in the 87th Congress, with a total 
of 19 members, it was disclosed here. 

Baptists will be second with 15 Sena- 
tors, Episcopalians third with 14, and 
Presbyterians will follow with 11. 

The new Senate will have 87 Protes- 
tants, 11 Roman Catholics, and 2 Jewish 
members. 





It is not possible yet to take a religious 
census of the House of Representatives 
where there are more than 60 new mem- 
bers and several races for the 437 seats 
still undecided, pending recounts. 

PRESBYTERIAN (11); Anderson (D.- 
N.M.); Clifford Case (R.-N.J.); Church 
(D.-Ida.); Curtis (R.-Nebr.); Ellender 
(D.-La.); Ervin (D.-N.C.); Jackson 
(D.-Wash.); Keating (R.-N.Y.) ; McGee 
(D.-Wyo.); Stennis (D.-Miss.) ; Thom- 
son (R.-Wyo.). 

Senator Keith Thomson moves up 
from the House of Representatives. 





terian, U.S., Board of World Missions 
in 1961. (Full story next week.) 


He said, “They stated their case in a 
way which easily leads to the conclusion 
that religion is a private matter which has 
no effect, one way or another, on any 
citizen’s opinions or commitments in the 
sphere of politics.” 

“Rejection of political sermons by 
Protestant preachers and of political di- 
rectives from Puerto Rico bishops, while 
entirely justified, was often put in such 
a way as to cause people to forget that 
voting is a moral act,” he said. 


The Morally Tolerable 


Dr. Bennett also attacked the view that 
a Roman Catholic President would have 
especially graver conflicts of conscience 
in performing his duties than would any 
other Christian. 

“There as always the possibility that 
any conscientious office-holder may find 
that what is required of him stretches the 
limits of the morally tolerable in the light 
of his religious convictions,” the theolo- 
gian observed. 

Specifically, he pointed out that “per- 
haps within the area of preparedness for 
nuclear war such an issue may appear 
even when one has rejected all stereotyped 
forms of absolute pacifism or nuclear 
pacifism.” 

“The prospect of an_ irreconcilable 
conflict between a man’s religion and his 
public responsibilities, Dr. Bennett added, 
“may be quite remote in this country but 
it is part of the business of the churches 


STATES VOTE ON 
VARIETY OF ISSUES 


Among the issues decided in the recent 
General Election were the following: 

Arizona—Approved a _ constitutional 
amendment to permit the state’s two uni- 
versities and colleges to employ aliens. 

Arkansas—Defeated all four proposed 
constitutional amendments, including one 
to permit local districts to vote to close 
schools and substitute tuition grants if 
threatened with court-ordered integration. 
Supported by Gov. Faubus, opposed by 
church bodies, it lost 83,990-247 804. 

Vermont—Voted to permit cities and 
towns to allow pari-mutuel betting on 
horse races. 

Various emergency provisions for leg- 
islatures and cities in the event of enemy 
attack were voted in Idaho, Kansas, 
Maine, Missouri, New Mexico, Utah. 











to keep the possibility of such a conflict 
alive.” 

Citing the common moral norms which 
unite the Protestant, Catholic ‘and Jew- 
ish groups, Dr. Bennett 
need to “‘raise the level of the consensus” 
upon which the office-holder relies for 
many of his important political decisions. 

In turning to the question of the in- 


stressed their 


fluence of the three groups in a pluralistic 
society, the speaker warned against soft 
pedalling the differences that separate 
them 

He noted, however, that ‘surely the 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Questions are answered 
serving on a 


here by persons 
radio-telephone panel: Most 
questions are submitted by telephone; some 
by mail (to The Outlook). Answers are re 
corded and then submitted for amendment 
or revision. Participants here are Bettie 
Currie, director of educational research for 
the Presbyterian, U. S., Board of Christian 
Education; J. Robert Keever, McLean, Va., 
of the Presbytery of Washington City; 
Charles Ross, Jr., missionary to the Congo 
and Frank B. Lewis, dean, Union Seminary in 


Virginia. Mr. X, a layman, speaks for lay- 
men 
JACOB’S LADDER 
Pl 1S explan / b's 1 lder: I 
gels ascending and descending, and, 
“This is none other than the gate of 
heaven” (Gen. 28.17). 

Lewis: The storv of J icob’s ladder 
is, of course, the story of a man who was 
in trouble. Exiled from his home, in a 
lonely place where he lav down to sleep 
with a stone for a pillow, he saw a vis- 
ion. In the vision he saw a ladder which 
seemed to ascend up to heaven and the 
messengers of God go up and down that 


ladder. To him, this seems to have meant 


that God followed him even on that lons 
lv, frightening e had to 


“eee ; y , 
yourne\ tl it | 


reat 


} 
take, and that when he was alone there 
in the wilderness even then God was with 
him, to remember him and to assist him 

Mr. X: In other words, this is some 


more of the Old Testament svmbolism 


Lewis: Yes. Of course, in the sym 
bolism of the Old Testament the idea of 
the ladder suggests a means of contact 


with God. The word that is used here 
suggests a long ascending flight of steps 
that would reach even up to the point 
where a2 man could come in contact with 


God, or down which God's messengers 


could come to men. 


END OF THE AGE? 


Is there any real predicted time of 
the end of the earth in the New Testa- 
ment ¢ 


Currie: That calls to my mind im- 
mediately the question that the disciples 
themselves asked Jesus, “When will this 
be, and what will be the sign of vour 


4 


areas of agreement are far more impor- 
tant. If this were not the case, our plural- 
istic experiment might not be viable.” 

But, he emphasized in returning to a 
key theme, “the continuous education of 
the American conscience by our three re- 
ligious communities is our common re- 
sponsibility.” 


Pulpits and Politics 

Dr. Bennett expressed the view that 
pulpits should at times enter the political 
realm. 


“The misuse of pulpits in connection 


coming and of the close of the age?” 
(Matt. 24:3.) And Jesus himself said 
that this is not even for the Son of God 
to know the day and the time. (Matt. 
24:36.) I believe the rest of the New 
Testament is consistent with that. 

Luke 17, vss. 
times and seasons, and tells the disciples 
not to be concerned about them. 


HEALING MISSIONS 


What is your opinion of the healing 
missions and the “laying on of hands” ? 
Can anyone perform healing in the 
name of Christ? 


‘ . 
Ross: 20-29, refers to 


KEEVER: I suppose my answer to this 
question is formed by the fact that a di- 
rect outcome of the gospel is health and 
wholeness. Jesus, it seems to me, is the 
Savior and the Healer. The Gospels pi . 
ture him as the physician and as the 
Savior of the soul and the body. 
obviously understood his redemptive min- 
istry as a healing ministry. His 
involved healing, 
both of spirit and of body. The Christian 
church has throughout its history had the 
task of proclaiming this Savior-Healer, 
who has indeed brought health to in- 
calculable numbers of men. The prin- 
cipal denominations have for some time 
not emphasized this aspect of the benefits 
of Christ, and probably 


Jesus 
also 


redemptive ministry 


for that reason 
healing ministries have arisen apart from 
the organized churches. Sometimes these 
missions have taken somewhat crude, sen- 
sational forms. Therefore, it seems to 
me, these missions are a kind of judg- 
ment on the churches for not taking se- 
riously a part of their God-given task. 
The Acts of the Apostles would seem to 
leave the impression, that the power of 
healing was only for the apostles. This 
does not mean, however, that the laving 
on of hands is not a useful symbol for 
the concern that Christ has for his people, 
and in that sense the laying on of hands 
could be comforting and soothing. We 
might remember that no man has power 
to heal in the laying on of hands, but it 
is to be hoped that the churches will con- 
sider more carefully their obligation to 


bring the healing aspect of Jesus’ min- 


istry to bear in their total life. 


with this election has caused many things 
to be said which threaten the freedom of 
the pulpit if an issue of grave moral 
importance is at stake in an election,” he 
said. 

Continuing, the theologian observed, 
“Tt is conceivable that in a political con- 
test within one of the two parties or even 
in a local contest between the parties an 
issue might arise that would call for 
guidance from churches and synogogues 
to their own members.” 

“A primary election in which one of 
the candidates is committed to white su- 
premacy and segregation might be such 
an occasion,” Dr. Bennett noted. 

Emphasizing that “religious parties are 
to be avoided at all costs,” he said, “the 
right of a church to make political judg- 
ments should not be denied but great re- 
straint is required when the 
passions of politics are combined with 


because 


the passions of religion a nation becomes 
very sick indeed. 

“Even if an absolute difference on one 
issue does arise, it is a source of healing 
if those same citizens belong together on 
other issues in the same political organi- 
zations,” he said, pointing out this would 
not be possible with religious parties. 


Community Pattern 

Dr. Bennett sees no intrinsic objection 
in the right of one group to seek legal 
sanctions on moral practices, hut he cau- 
tioned, “On the other hand I believe that 
each community should be very restrained 
in its approach to legislation that is de- 
signed to enforce particular moral convic- 
tions on the whole community. 

“Even where i general 
agreement about a question of personal 
moral conduct, the religious group or the 
moralist must recognize the limits of the 
law and communities should 
not seek to turn all sins into crimes under 
the law of the states,” 


there is very 


religious 


he noted. 

The theologian also called for a more 
sympathetic approach to the problem of 
atheism. 

“Religious liberty includes the liberty 
religion,” he said, adding, “I 
believe that we who represent the great 
historic religious traditions of the West 
should realize that our own communities 
often need to be ¢ hallenged by the secular 
critic or the religious rebel. We are the 
better for being put on our mettle that 


to reyect 





IN PASSING 


Editorial Notes 





We regretted not having the Thanks- 
giving Proclamation from the White 
House in time to provide for annual serv- 
ices over the country. Evidently an elec- 
tion casualty. Despite our urgent request, 
it did not arrive until a day after our 
November 21 issue went to press. 
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@ Sidelights on the Council’s basis, 


R. C. conversations and the future 


W.C. C 


Report 


By FRANCIS P. MILLER 


ROM AUGUST 4 to 24, 1960, I at- 

tended meetings of the Central Com- 
mittee of the World Council of Churches 
and of its sub-committees at St. Andrews 
University, St. Andrews, Scotland. With 
attendance at these meetings I have com- 
pleted the term of service that began 
when I was appointed a representative 
from our denomination to the Assembly 
of the World Council of Churches which 
met at Evanston, Illinois, in August, 
1954. Having been elected by that As- 
sembly to serve as a member of the Cen- 
tral Committee, I have attended every 
meeting of the Central Committee held 
since Evanston, and also every meeting of 
the working committee for the Department 
on the Laity, in and every meeting of 
the divisional committee for the Division 
of Ecumenic Action. In addition, I have 
been a member of the Committee on Pro- 
gram and Finance of the Central Com- 
mittee which was responsible for plan- 
ning the future of the World Council 
after the New Delhi Assembly, and I 
attended special meetings of this com- 
mittee in Geneva, Switzerland, in Febru- 
ary 1959 and in April 1960. 

At St. Andrews the working commit- 
tees and the divisional committees met 
during the first half of August. The meet- 
ing of the Central Committee itself be- 
gan with a service of thanksgiving in St. 
Giles cathedral, Edinburgh (held jointly 
with the International Missionary Coun- 
cil), on Sunday afternoon, August 14, 
to commemorate the fiftieth anniversary 
of the great world missionary conference 
held in Edinburgh in 1910. The cathe- 
dral was full to overflowing, and Eliza- 
beth, the Queen Mother, was present. 
John Baillie was to have come to deliver 
the sermon, but because of a serious ill- 
ness he was not able to attend, and he 
has since died. The most moving part of 
the service, for me, was the sight of Dr. 
J. H. Oldham reading the scripture les- 
son (St. John 15:11-16). He was the 
organizing secretary of the 1910 con- 
ference, and his presence was a living 
link with that epoch-making meeting. To 
me, as a layman, the apostolic succession 
was visible in him, and T was profoundly 
moved. 


After the service in the cathedral, the 
Secretary of State for Scotland, gave us 
a reception on behalf of Her Majesty’s 
Government in the palace of Holvrood- 





COLONEL MILLER is an elder in the First 
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some years as executive secretary of the 
World Student Christian Federation. This 
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U. S., Committee on Inter-Church Relations. 
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house. The Queen Mother was present, 
and captivated everyone by her bearing 
and charm. 


Major Decisions 

On the following day, Monday, August 
15, the Central Committee began its reg- 
ular meetings in St. Salvator’s College 
at St. Andrews, and continued in session 
through August 24. Among the more im- 
portant decisions of the Central Commit- 
tee were: 

1. A unanimous recommendation to the 
New Delhi Assembly of the World Coun- 
cil that the International Missionary 
Council of the World Council of Church- 
es should be merged according to the plan 
agreed upon bv the Central Committee 
and the administrative committee of the 
International Missionary Council. When 
this act is consummated a vear from now, 
the World Council will represent the 
member churches in every aspect of their 
total life, including their primary respon- 
sibility for mission to the world. 

2. Recognition of the enlarged place 
which the Faith and Order emphasis 
should have in the organizational struc- 
ture and program of the World Council. 
3. Adoption, under the leadership of 
Bishop Angus Dun, of a report on pro- 
selytizing, which dealt with this matter 
in such a wise and understanding way 
that it has been removed, for the time 
being at any rate, as a source of irrita- 
tion between the Eastern Orthodox 
Churches and the member churches of the 
World Council in the West. 

4. Recommendation to the General As- 
sembly for a new basis for the World 
Council which would relate the basis di- 
rectly to scriptural authority and include 
specifically a Trinitarian reference. The 
present basis reads as follows: “The 
World Council of Churches is a fellow- 
ship of churches which accept our Lord 
Jesus Christ as God and Savior.” 

In my opinion this has proved a very 
satisfactory basis. The point to remember 
is that it is a basis of membership in the 
council and not a creed. The adoption of 
a creed is the sole prerogative of a church. 
I personally regret very much that the 
Norwegian Church and other churches 
have forced us into a major reconsidera- 
tion of the basis. The more we elaborate 
the meaning of the basis, the more it be- 
comes a creed, and the World Council 
must never allow itself to be put in the po- 
sition of adopting a creed. The new state- 
ment proposed by the Central Committee 
to the General Assembly as a basis for the 
World Council, reads as follows: “The 
World Council of Churches is a fellow- 


ship of churches which confess the Lord 
Jesus Christ as God and Savior accord- 
ing to the Scriptures and therefore seek to 
fulfill together their common calling to 
the glory of one God, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit.” While I personally can 
subscribe wholeheartedly to this state- 
ment, I do not feel that it is an improve- 
ment on the original statement and I fear 
it will open the door to endless bickerings 
and misunderstandings, which should at 
all costs be avoided at this stage of the 
World Council’s life. 

5. Reports were also received and 
adopted regarding: (a) the challenge 
to the churches of the population ex- 
plosion throughout the world, (b) the 
dangerous segregation which has been 
imposed upon the six hundred million 
people of China, and (c) the responsi- 
bilities of the church for the merging 
independent nations of Africa. 


Changing Climate 

But more important than any single 
act of the Central Committee was the 
evidence that this meeting gave of a 
changing climate in our discussions with 
Roman Catholic Christians. This chang- 
ing climate coincides with the estab- 
lishment by the Vatican of a Secretariat 
for the Union of Christians. Father 
Willebrands of Holland, the secretary of 
this new Secretariat, was present at St. 
Andrews, and I had most encouraging 
conversations with him. The report of 
the executive committee to the Central 
Committee discussed the meaning of re- 
cent developments in our relationship 
with the Roman Catholic Church. While 
pointing out that the World Council of 
Churches could not act and would not act 
or speak for its member churches on this 
very important matter, and while also 
underlining the fact that the creation by 
the Vatican of a new Secretariat on Unity 
does not solve any of the fundamental 
differences that separate us from Rome, 
this report acknowledged the fact that 
the opportunity for dialogue with the 
Roman Catholic Church has now become 
possible and is to be welcomed. 

In conclusion, allow me to express my 
profound debt of gratitude to the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S., for sending me as 
one of its delegates to the Evanston As- 
sembly in 1954, thus making possible six 
years of service on the Central Commit- 
tee. Participation in the work of the 
World Council has constituted one of the 
richest experiences of my life. 


Increasing Support 

I am convinced that the ecumenic 
movement is the work of God, and that 
because it is the work of God our church 
should enter into it with wholehearted 
commitment, undergirding it with steadily 
increasing support expressed through 
ideas, persons, and dollars. I pray God 
to bless those who will represent our 
church at the New Delhi Assembly and 
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Proposed: A $5,000,000 alternative 


Do We Need a Christian University? 


By DONALD G. BARNHOUSE 


ECENTLY the evangelical press has 

been discussing our need of a Chris- 
tian university. A campaign to raise $25 
million has been urged so that the project 
can be launched. 

Let me say that I am opposed to the 
idea. What man in the Old Testament 
was the most used of God? The answer 
is Moses. What man in the Old Testa- 
ment had the finest education? The an- 
swer again is Moses. Was his education 
a Christian education or pagan? The 
answer is, it was a pagan education. What 
man in the New Testament was most used 
of God? The answer is Paul. What man 
in the New Testament had the finest edu- 
cation? The answer again is Paul. Was 
his education a pagan or Christian edu- 
cation? All his early education was pagan 
in the neo-Platonic school of philosophy 
at Tarsus with one graduate year from 
an unbelieving Gamaliel in Jerusalem. 


Counter Proposal 

I have a counter project to propose 
that would have much more value than a 
$25 million initial expenditure for a 
“Christian” university. Why not for only 
$5 million build ten really good houses 
at ten of the top universities. Put one 
within a block of Harvard Yard. Put 
another within a block of Columbia Uni- 
versity, another within a block of the 
University of Pennsylvania, another near 
the great universities in other parts of 
the country, Los Angeles, Chicago, Mich- 
igan, Ohio and so on. 

Staff these houses with two or three 
devoted men who have their Ph.D’s from 
top universities and their graduate study 
abroad. Let one of these men he a scien- 
tist, another a classicist, another an expert 
in social studies. Let these men have these 
houses open for tutorial conferences. Let 
the Christian students come in with their 
problems for full and frank discussion 


DR. BARNHOUSE of the Tenth Presbyterian 
Church, Philadelphia, and editor of Eternity 
died shortly after the November issue of his 
publication appeared (Outlook, Nov. 14). 


(MILLER concluded) 

to grant that they may have the vision 
and the courage to make the contribution 
to the World Council that the Church of 
Christ throughout the world has a right 
to expect from the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S., and that our Reformed heritage 
requires of us. 

John Calvin once said that he would 
cross ten seas if he could contribute to- 
ward the unity of the church. May we 
share his conviction and enthusiasm! 
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with men who are able to point out the 
fallacies of pagan education. 

If a house master with a Ph.D. degree 
and an outstanding Christian testimony 
and personality were chosen, he could 
be paid as much as a full professor in a 
university. Such positions would attract 
men of high caliber. 

The total cost of such a system would 
be very small in comparison with build- 
ing a Christian university. In addition, 
a man who spent four years in such a sit- 
uation would come out with a bachelor 
degree from a recognized university of 
high rank. 

A spiritual matter is involved in this 
also. A great fallacy today is that it is 
possible for a truly born-again man to 
be hurt by pagan teaching. This simply 
is not so. Jesus Christ himself said, ‘““My 
sheep hear my voice . . . another’s voice 
they will not follow” (John 10:27). I 
believe this is true. I simply refuse to 
believe the stories of supposed Christians 
who have had their faith destroyed in a 
pagan university. My own education was 
a pagan education. The same is true for 
my children and most of the young people 
who have gone out from the church of 
which I’ve been pastor most of my life. 

I must not be misunderstood here. The 
dean of one of America’s greatest medical 
schools told me that young men graduat- 
ing from Wheaton College produced some 
of the finest doctors who had come under 
his observation. 

Another graduate of Wheaton, a scien- 
tist of high reputation who discovered the 
process for putting vitamins into bread, 
told me that his prescientific training in 
Wheaton had been completely adequate 
for the doctoral work he had pursued in 
getting his Ph.D. from one of the great 
universities. 


Two Factors 

There are two factors in getting an edu- 
cation just as there are two factors in 
sharpening an ax. What kind of steel 
is the ax made of and what kind of a 
wheel are you using to sharpen the edge? 
If vou have a Swedish steel, it will cut 
some kind of an edge even if vou put it 
up against It'll get a 
a wheel made of oak and 
still better on one of limestone, but if 
you put it on a Carborundum emory wheel 
vou could be able to shave with the edge. 
On the other hand if vou tock a cast 
iron axhead and tried to put it up against 
a Carborundum wheel, it would chip and 
be destroyed. 


a rotating cheese. 
better edge on 


In the same way, if you take a young 
man who has a character of Swedish steel 


with high temper, he will get an educa- 
tion even in a fourth-class place. He 
would have gotten a better education in 
a third-class place and still better educa- 
tion in a first-class place. 


Carborundum Sharpeners 

Let’s face it, institutions of the caliber 
of the great universities in the United 
States are the Carborundum sharpeners, 
I believe that it would be a bad witness 
for Jesus Christ for any group of Chris. 
tians in America to attempt the formation 
of a sharpener, that at best would be 
limestone in comparison with the Car- 
borundum of Harvard, Yale, Princeton 
and the score of other institutions of the 
same quality. Christian money can be 
better spent in other directions, even in 
the field of secular education. 

John Milton in Areopagitica, wrote the 
following: 

“He that can apprehend and consider 
vice with all her baits and seeming pleas- 
ures, and yet abstain, and yet distinguish, 
and yet prefer that which is truly better, 
he is the true wayfaring Christian. I can- 
not praise a fugitive and cloistered virtue, 
unexercised and unbreathed, that never 
sallies out and sees her adversary, but 
slinks out of the race, where that immortal 
garland is to be run for, not without dust 
and heat. Assuredly we bring not inno- 
cence into the world, we bring impurity 
much rather: that which purifies us is 
trial, and trial is by what is contrary. 

—Reprinted by permission. Copyright 1960. 


Eternity Magazine, 1716 Spruce St., Philadelphia 
3, Pa. 


For Happier Marriages: 
Same Religious Background 


Detroit, Micu. (RNS)—A survey in 
the Detroit metropolitan area has shown 
that marriage partners who practice the 
same religion seem to achieve a happier 
marriage. 

The study, carried on by two Univer- 
sity of Michigan professors, Robert O. 
Blood, Jr., and Donald M. Wolfe, com- 
pared more than 900 married women in 
six counties. Their findings were pub- 
lished in a new book—“Husbands and 
Wives—The Dynamics of Married Liv- 
ing.” 

In addition to being listed first by the 
authors among the major sources of 
strength in marriage, religion also entered 
into the “companionship” category. 

“Similarity in religion furnishes an 
important leisure-time activity and a good 
basis for companionship,” they said. 

Other sources of marriage strength, 
they said, are alikeness, higher social 
status, mutual generosity and a moderate 
number of children. 

“Children are like medicine,” the au- 
thors said. “In proper doses they create 
health, but an overdose can be fatal to a 
marriage.” 

The study was the first in the marriage 
field to describe a cross-section of an 
entire community. 
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Baptist Leader Has 
Election Comment 


WASHINGTON, D. C. (RNs) — The 
American election has demonstrated that 
religious leaders “ought not to try to 
interfere with the free operation of the 
democratic processes,” a Baptist official 
said here. 

C. Emanuel Carlson, executive director 
of the Baptist Joint Committee on Public 
Affairs, in a post-election analysis of 
the role played by Baptists in the 1960 
campaign, asserted that the “most overt 
instance of attempted intervention” by 
clergymen in political affairs came in the 
pastoral letters of the Puerto Rico Cath- 
olic bishops. 

“However, it may be that other church- 
men played on the bank of that same 
river,” he chided Baptist leaders, “or 
should one say they played with the same 
fire?” 

Although many Baptist spokesmen had 
fears regarding “the political freedom of 
some candidates,” Dr. Carlson said, “I 
know of no one who would eliminate the 
no-religious-test principle from the Con- 
stitution.” 

“The solidarity of the American peo- 
ple in supporting this provision,” he de- 
clared, “has been demonstrated by the 
effectiveness with which religious ‘attacks’ 
could be turned to the advantage of the 
candidate. 

“This does not mean churches should 
not carry forward sound educational work 
in producing effective Christian citizens, 
nor should it prevent proclamation of 
broad principles and insights of faith, 
even during a political campaign.” 


No Intervention 


“Tt is the intervention in the free proc- 
esses of political life which is out of 
order,” Dr. Carlson declared. 

“No spiritual leader has the right to 
use his position and say, ‘You must or 
you must not vote thus and so,’ ” he told 
Baptists. 

Dr. Carlson praised the 165 prominent 
Roman Catholic laymen who signed a 
statement supporting Sen. Kennedy’s 
views as to the “inviolability of the indi- 
vidual conscience.”” He lauded them for 
bringing into focus “the right under 
American law of a candidate for public 
office to declare his conscientious position 
without the approval of spiritual ‘su- 
periors.’ ” 

He said he saw the statement as an en- 
couragement that Baptist positions 
against enforced tax support of churches 
and church schools “may soon be under- 
stood.” 

x * Ox 


THE kingdom of God does not exist 
because of your efforts or mine. It 
exists because God reigns. Our part is 
to enter this kingdom and bring our life 
under his sovereign will.—T. Z. Koo. 
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EDITORIAL 


Survey of a Survey 


We thought the height of the polling 
season had passed but another inquiry 
is reported to us. The Presbyterian Sur- 
vey, official monthly organ of the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S., is seeking informa- 
tion. At the top of a long list, it poses 
these questions for selected readers: 





1. Of all the magazines you read, which 
is your favorite? 

2. Thinking now of Presbyterian mag- 
azines, how would you rate each of the 
following: Christian Observer, Presbyte- 
rian Journal, Presbyterian Survey, Pres- 
byterian Outlook? 

Lumping itself in this odd manner with 
three church papers—not magazines— 
The Survey appears to be embarking up- 
on a strange and ill-considered course. 
Let us see. 

Since the recent effort to expand The 
Survey into an every-home publication 
underwritten by church funds, appre- 
hensive voices have been raised as to 
these developments. Some people have 
decried the amount of money paid by 
church agencies under Assembly orders 
(this year, $63,324). Others have been 
critical of the publication on technical 
grounds during its development. 

We have never shared these criticisms. 
Two church weeklies have been severely 
critical of the venture while we have 
given it editorial support, pointing out the 
important part The Survey should play 
in the promotional and informational 
program of the church. We have counted 
the money used in its publication as well 
spent. We have been glad to note its 
growth and development. For one thing, 
it takes much of the pressure off our col- 
umns by carrying a considerable amount 
of “official” material, and for this we 
are grateful. But the Assembly and the 
independent publications—ours, at least 
—have consistently seen the different pur- 
poses they are to serve. 

At one point we have been apprehen- 
sive. We have been aware of a danger 





that The Survey or any churchmen may 
forget the Assembly’s repeated summons 
to encourage and maintain free and in- 
dependent publications in its midst. For 
all their shortcomings, these papers—not 
magazines—have been of crucial impor- 
tance in the life of the church—back to 
1819 and beyond. As friendly critics and 
independent voices they are, in our judg- 
ment and that of the General Assembly, 
indispensable. 

We have watched The Survey’s prog- 
ress with gratitude. We have stifled our 
comments when editorial slips or misin- 
terpretations have occurred, for we have 
not wished to seem or to be harshly criti- 
cal of a colleague. We have remained 
silent when The Survey has made such 
insistent demands that it be considered 
“official” as to seem to relegate other 
publications to insignificance. We have 
been aware that even though it had the 
weight of the entire church machinery 
behind it, much of its promotional em- 
phasis before church courts has appeared 
to be cast in such a mold as to eliminate 
consideration of any independent publi- 
cation. With all this support, The Survey 
has appeared to feel at times that it could 
not achieve its objectives without weaken- 
ing the independents. At least, this has 
been the testimony of some who have 
heard the presentations made in some 
presbyteries and synods. 

We have watched with interest and 
some amusement the silent treatment 
given the independent publications when 
in any normal handling of news or com- 
ments, names and affiliations would be 
freely used—unless there is fear or a 
threat of competition. Routine mentions 
of these publications where the news jus- 
tifies it would appear to be normal—but 
not with The Survey. To this extent, its 
readers are being deprived of information 
they deserve to have. 

We have felt complimented when poli- 
cies and procedures of our own have 
seemed to be copied—the News Roundup 
and its arrangement, for one example 
among several; the Every Leader Plan 
which we promoted in obvious recognition 
that we have no hope or desire to be an 
every-family publication which is The 
Survey’s assignment. 

But back to the poll. The Survey is 
making its own survey of its own per- 
formance, employing a research firm to 
do the work. 

We have had a memorandum on such 
a study of The Survey for some time. 
In fact, we have been waiting for the 
opportune moment, when a suitable and 
measurable area had ben covered, to 
encourage the General Assembly to 
employ a competent firm to study the 
readership and effectiveness of The Sur- 
vey. The Assembly is making a consid- 
erable investment in the venture. It owes 
it to itself and to the church-at-large to 
justify it. Such studies are conducted 
by reputable and experienced firms and 
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the results obtained enable the sponsor- 
ing body to see in an objective manner 
what is being accomplished and where 
improvements can be made. 

But the competence of the present 
study is not made adequately clear. There 
are too few marks of professional skill. 
No. 1 seems to 
be an unworthy bid in a self-conducted 
popularity contest. No. 2 then drops the 
ice cream. 


The opening question 


Presbyterian magazines, it says, and 
lists four! up with a 
start, for we have understood that The 
Survey counts itself in a different and 
higher category. Has it not resisted any- 


This brings us 


body’s error in linking or equating it with 
the independents? Has it not made it 
monotonously clear that it and it alone 
is the “official magazine” ? 

How, the n, does this orave error find 
its way into The Survey's own ranks and 
with its own knowledge? Has it changed 
its mind, wishing to run sometimes with 
the independents and sometimes as _ the 
one and only “official”? It has been 
given the traditional Church Paper 
Week in the fall, which was the vital 
breath of the independents for 
years; it has brought about an 
stress on the 


many 
undue 
fact that the independents 
are without status. Now this new propo- 
sition lumps them all together. Does this 
mean that it longs to enjoy some of the 
We can well 
understand how it would feel hampered 
by the inevitable limitations of official 
organs, but it will not find relief by di- 
minishing the role or service of the inde- 
pendents. 

Look more close ly 
for a moment 


benefits of independence ? 


at question No. 2 
what it portends. That it 
is inappropriate and indiscrete will be 
seen by two examples. Suppose a Board 
of World Missions wishes to study itself 
and its “image” before the church. Shall 
it pursue this worthy objective by listing 
itself along with the other agencies of 
the church (although they are parallel to 
it) and ask you to check the appropriate 
square for each agency: (1) Never heard 
of it; (2) Excellent, (3) Good, (4) Fair, 
(5) Poor. Suppose you check the Board 
of Annuitie s as Excellent or Poor: Wom- 
en’s Work as Good or Fair, what will this 
Say about World Missions? 

Or better, see an ill-advised Board of 
Deacons with its congregational question- 
naire probing into organizations and per- 
sonnel. You are asked to rank the Pas- 
tor: (1) Never go to hear him preach; 
(2) He never visits me; (3) Can't tie his 
necktie: (4) Would like to get rid of 
him. You can feel the repercussions now! 

After all, why is The Survey concerned 
about the performance of the Christian 
Observer? What will it do with any in- 
formation obtained? Will it tell the Ob- 
server what Survey readers think of it? 
Will it give Survey readers the composite 
picture of the Observer? Will it tell its 
present and prospective advertisers? Will 
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it report this to the Assembly? Or, if it 
finds that the Observer ranks high among 
Survey readers, will it set itself to copy 
the Observer in its form and content ? 

Other parts of the questionnaire are in- 
consequential or worse. (Why, for exam- 
ple, need we bother with this one: How 
important do you think it is for a person 
to be a church member? Aren’t we a good 
bit beyond that stage or are you on the 
edge of your chair waiting for the pos- 
sible answer ?) 

Why, in No. 23, suggest in this day 
and age that people who give $100 a vear 
to the church’s work have reached the 
zenith? But we can safely let the Stew- 
ardship people speak up at this point. 

No, the project needs experienced and 
qualified direction under the Assembly's 
own authorization conducted outside 
The Survey offices. 

The Survey 


( hoi 2. 


must make a_ painful 
It must decide to stick to its as- 
signment as the church’s official monthly, 
promotional and general purpose maga- 
zine, or it must announce that it is, after 
all, to be considered on the same basis 
as the independents. If it chooses the 
latter, then it will have to surrender its 
preferred position and promotion. 

We think it better that it sincerely 
idopt the former alternative, that it whole- 
heartedly back the Assembly’s program 
and position. If it does, it will also sup- 
port the Assembly’s officially-stated atti 
tude on the independents as forthrightly 
declared in 1956: 


The General Assembly believes and here 
affirms that the reading of independent 
“church papers” by members of the church 
is important and desirable. .. . Their in- 
dependence should be maintained for the 
sake of the papers and for the sake of the 
church. 

It would be most unfortunate and fore- 
boding if the only avenues of information 
and opinion open to the church were ave- 
nues over which the church maintained 
control and of which the church exercised 
that custodianship which is always given 
to ownership. The independent church 
press has a large, significant and continu- 
ing service to perform to our church and 
to the whole religious community. 

The Assembly is mindful of and grate- 
ful for the meaningful and constructive 
contribution which these ... independent 
papers have made to the life of the church 
in supporting its endeavors, communicat- 
ing news of its affairs, encouraging the 
enhancement of the devotional life of 
churchmen and giving a forum for the 
frank expression of opinion and ambition 
in matters of the church’s contemporary 
or prospective engagements. 

The Survey should come to see, if it 
has not been aware, that in the long run 
the independent weeklies are of crucial 
importance to the church it is dedicated 
to serve. It should be among the first 
to recognize the dangers that exist when 
the sources of information of any organi- 
zation or group are completely controlled 
by the group. They would be terrified if 
our only access to the day’s news and the 
interpretation of the great issues of our 
time were in the hands of the state, with 


the daily press, radio and television news 
and commentaries of independent enter- 
prise wiped out. Survey people should be 
in the forefront, helping to interpret and 
enlarge the place of these weeklies, not 
seeking to push them aside. 

As The Survey increases in circulation 
and effective service, it will reveal its 
stature by encouraging the independents 
and by boldly emphasizing the place they 
have filled and must fill today if the 
church is to be alive and vital in its work 
and witness. 

We have been glad to see the notable 
improvement in The Survey in recent 
years and to realize the great gains it is 
making in serving the church. If the 
questions we have raised here stimulate 
an even better self-study than the pre- 
testing procedure reported here would 
indicate, then all of us will profjt. We 
still believe The Survey has an impor- 
tant part to play and we are grateful 
for every forward step it is taking in that 
direction. 


IN PASSING 


Editorial Notes 











Pulpit Digest for November is prac- 
tically 100 Presbyterian. The cover 
features President James I. McCord of 
Princeton Seminary, with a biographical 
note inside. The editorial is by Samuel 
McCrea Cavert, senior editorial adviser. 
There are sermons by John W. Meister, 
Ft. Wayne, Ind.; William S. Smith, 
Brownwood, Texas; J. H. Faurot, Sacra- 
mento, Calif.; Richard F. Peace, Syra- 
cuse, N. Y.; P. Barrett Rudd, Penn State; 
Philip C. Jones, New York. A book re- 
view by Richard O. Comfort, New York, 
and another of the Lavman’s Bible Com- 
mentary—is that Presbyterian? Other re- 
James W. Clarke's Dynamic 
Preaching and Barclay’s Train Up a 
Child. Then, the Thanksgiving prayer 
is reprinted from our columns from Dr. 
Foreman’s feature of 1958. 


views: 


* * 


CHRISTMAS SUGGESTIONS. After you 
have provided THE PRESBYTERIAN OUT- 
LooK for your cift list, consider The 
Unesco Courier. (You don't know about 
it? Neither did we until recently.) Pub- 
lished by the United Nations Education- 
al, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
in Paris, it is available in your choice 
of English, French, Spanish or Russian, 
bringing “the cultures, the art, literature 
and science of the world.”” October’s issue 
was on “Racism,” looking at this in 
various parts of the world as “the social 
cancer of our time.” The Courier, with 
identical text and pictures, is read in 80 
countries (aren’t there more now?) that 
belong to Unesco. Monthly, it is $3 a 


year, from Unesco Publications Center, 


801 3rd Ave., NYC 22. 
THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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Books That Have Influenced Me (7) 


PICKING OUT THE GOLD 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


‘| word in season, how good it is!’’- 
Proverbs 15:23b. 


OME BOOKS that have helped me 
I have read only in part. Some have 
valuable more for their general 
point of view than for any particular re- 
membered sentence. Some have been 
cherished because they came just at the 
right time. While it would easily be pos- 
sible to make some other classification, 
let me link together three writers who 
would have been a little surprised to find 
hemselves all in the same category. Just 
as your human friends may not have a 
great deal in common except that they are 
your friends, so it may be with books. 
The three mentioned together here have 
my gratitude; but it cannot be said that 
I am fully familiar with any one of them 
or that I would sign my name with a 
hallelujah to every page they wrote. Yet 
in each of them was gold, nuggets of it. 
It was not necessary to hang on to the 
various rocks in which the gold was to 
be found. 


|‘ THE ORDER in which I discov- 
ered these men, they are Walter 
Rauschenbusch, Harry Emerson Fosdick 
and Benjamin Breckinridge Warfield. 
The first of these was brought to my no- 
tice by an old-line Presbyterian who was 
browsing around the bookstore where I 
was working. ‘A dangerous man,” he 
said. It happened that at that time I was 
down on the Presbyterian Church. A 
preacher I had recently heard, in one of 
the South’s most “prominent pulpits,” 
had sounded off in a sermon making it 
clear that the Presbyterian Church 
had no concern whatever with such things 
as living conditions, child labor, or social 
problems of any sort. The church, he said, 
is “spiritual” and not ethical. That sort 
of doctrine is no longer preached in that 
pulpit. to be sure. But I was in the mood 
where any book recommended by a Pres- 
byterian would go on my black list, and 
conversely. So on hearing Rauschenbusch 
denounced I decided in advance that 
probably Rauschenbusch would be good, 
and so he was. He gave me what I was 
then looking for, a basis for believing 
that one could be at the same time a com- 
mitted Christian, a churchman, and sin- 


been 


quite 
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cerely concerned with social ethics—that 
is to say, the welfare of men in all their 
institutions and relationships. I became 
convinced not only that such a combina- 
tion was possible, but also necessary. 
That was the gold in Rauschenbusch, a 
prophet who being dead yet speaketh, a 
man who is shown by all one reads about 
him and by him to have been a great soul, 
a real saint. (I am happy to know he 
was a college mate of my father’s.) What 
he called the Social Gospel, however, I 
have to give another name. Properly and 
logically speaking there is no social gos- 
pel, but there are inevitable social impli- 
cations of the gospel, and these Rauschen- 
busch helped me very clearly to see. (This 
point of view was again focussed for me 
in later years by J. C. Bennett’s Social 
Salvation.) Furthermore, it is clear to 
me now that a Christian social passion 
is not by any means tied exclusively to 
the kind of theology Rauschenbusch had. 
Perhaps the rage against the “social gos- 
pel” in many quarters may be caused by 
supposing that a concern for human 
needs is somehow incompatible with a 


high theology, which is not at all the 
* 


case.” 
A SECOND WRITER in this cate- 
gory is Harry Emerson Fosdick. 
His two books The Meaning of Faith and 
The Meaning of Prayer were exceedingly 
helpful, and among the not-over-a-dozen 
books that I have re-read often. I never 
felt that Fosdick’s theology was enough 
to satisfy me or to represent the full New 
Testament faith—which is more impor- 
tant. But I felt sure about two points: 
One was that Fosdick did a better job 
of exposition of the Bible and persuasion 
that it is true, than did his more ortho- 
dox brothers; and that he showed a loy- 
alty to Christ in fact (as did Rauschen- 
busch) which considerably surpassed the 
lovalty-in-fact of many who used much 
loftier formulas than either of those men 
could. In a time when it is being discov- 
ered that Christian theology is Christo- 
centric, it is not so easy to rule such men 
out of the Christian church as it seemed 
to some people 40 vears ago. 
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HE THIRD MAN was B. B. War- 

field, a genius of a teacher and one 
who kept sparkling to a great age, other- 
wise I could not have had him for a 
teacher. It was never possible for me to 
go all the way with him. For one thing, I 
came to the seminary somewhat too old to 
be carried away by Warfield’s brilliance 
as many of my younger contemporaries 
were. Furthermore, while as a logician 
he was superb, he had too little respect 
for facts that interfered with the logic. 
However, we are talking about books. 
“Benny” (as his students called him) 
wrote one small book, among much larger 
tomes, which finally persuaded me to be 
a Presbyterian. (More precisely, of the 
three occasions in life when I was facing 
a real and open choice whether to be a 
Presbyterian or not, it was B. B. Warfield 
who pulled me back into the boat the 
second time.) The book was called sim- 
ply The Plan of Salvation. Whatever 
reservations might be made here and 
there, that book (along with the author's 
general vigor of mind and spirit) settled 
some things once and for all. That God 
is really in charge of this world; that 
salvation is of God, and that salvation is 
It is 
true, there was study beforehand, and 
there were experiences afterward, point- 
ing in the same direction, the most vivid 
of these having no connection, unless sub- 
conscious, with any book but the Bible. 
But Dr. Warfield’s little book straight- 
ened me out on one thing (and inciden- 
tally Fosdick helped greatly at this 
point): The “plan of salvation” can be 
conceived in a mechanical sort of fash- 
ion, a legalistic maze, but it is not really 
so. There is a right way to find God, and 
peace and power—a way we do not in- 
vent but discover; that is what the phrase 
“plan of salvation” really means. 


of grace; these became fixed stars. 





*Two recent books will introduce Rau- 
schenbusch: A Rauschenbusch Reader 
(Benson Y. Landis) gives long excerpts 
and abstracts from his books in succes- 
sion; A Gospel for the Social Awakening 
(Benjamin Mays) is an anthology by 
topics. 
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Churchmen Pleased at 
Canterbury-Rome Visit 


Lonpon (EpS)—Most Anglican and 
Free Church leaders in Great Britain are 
reported to have welcomed the projected 
visit of the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Geoffrey Fisher, to Pope John XXIII in 
early December. 

However, most have also cautioned that 
no dramatic developments should be ex- 
pected from the meeting which will be the 
first between the head of the Anglican 
Communion and the Pope since the 
Church of England split from Rome 400 
years ago. 

In an interview 
bishop expressed 


last week the Arch- 
appreciation for the 
high degree of unanimity which greeted 
the announcement, but noted that com- 
ments that the story was of no particular 
news value because any previous Pope 
would have welcomed a visit from any 
previous Archbishop of Canterbury, 
“missed the point.” 

He said no previous Archbishop could 
have proposed such a visit without the 
certainty of insuperable misunderstand- 
ings. 

“It is true,” Dr. Fisher declared, “that 
in one sense what may pass between the 
Pope and myself may be trivialities. In 
another sense, the fact of talking triviali- 
ties is itself a portent of great significance. 

“What my proposed visit 
established, I hope, 


has already 
is that for the future 


Anglicans and Roman Catholics, and oth- 
ers too, can talk together freely and openly 
in a spirit of Christian friendship and fel- 
lowship, not seeking victory over another, 
but as fellow-disciples in the service of 
the One Lord—learning, as Christians al- 
ways must learn first, by talking with one 
another and speaking the truth as they 
see it in love.” 

Anglican leaders who greeted the visit 
included the Bishop of Bristol, Oliver S. 
Tomkins, who commented that “nothing 
but good can come out of their knowing 
each other better” and added that the 
meeting would be “an important step in 
the increasing personal relations growing 
up nowadays between responsible church 
leaders in all parts of Christendom.” 

M. A. P. Wood, president of the Is- 
lington Conference of Anglican Evangeli- 
cals, commented, “A religious ‘summit’ 
as a political one does not mean that the 
leaders endorse the policies that each 
pursues. There should be no loss of prin- 
ciple in the Head of the Anglican Com- 
munion meeting with the Head of the 
Roman Church, and if this meeting gives 
the opportunity for plain speaking on a 
number of matters which divide the 
churches, good may come of it.” 


Some Criticism 

One of the strongest notes of criticism 
from an Anglican came from J. C. King, 
editor of the Church of England News- 
paper, an unofficial publication. “Many 
people,” he said, “would be happier about 
the visit if it were taking place on neutral 


ground and also perhaps with the Pa- 
triarch of the Orthodox Church present.” 

“What must be borne in mind and what 
causes some perturbation among a good 
many Anglicans, is the fact that Rome hag 
not shown herself ready in the slightest 
degree to change her attitude to other 
churches.” 

The Church of Ireland Gazette (An- 
glican) commented, “Perhaps too much 
has been made of the meeting. . . . We 
prefer to regard it as falling naturally in 
the sequence of events.” It added that 
the present world situation makes it “un- 
thinkable that the leaders of the churches 
should not be at least on calling terms.” 

Free Church leaders also greeted the 
news with satisfaction, if reserve. 

Ernest A. Payne, secretary of the Bap- 


tist Union and vice-chairman of the 
World Council of Churches’ Central 
Committee, “It is a timely visit, but peo- 


ple must not get to excited about it.” 

R. H. S. Shepherd, a former Church 
of Scotland Moderator, said the meeting 
“can only lead to pleasant ties between 
the two people.” 

An editorial in the Christian World, a 
Free Church publication, said, “It should 
not be considered a matter of serious ec- 
clesiastical importance.” 


In Italy 
\ spokesman for the Council of Italian 
Evangelical Churches said the visit “‘does 
not raise any new problem, nor does it 
(Continued, page 12) 
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indicate any change of respective posi- 
tions...” 

The Italian press has also given, wide 
coverage to the story. 

The Roman Catholic newspaper /1 
Quotidiano warned its readers against 
expecting concessions of principle in the 
coming meeting. It declared, “It would 
be illogical to imagine that Dr. Fisher 
was inspired to his courteous action by 
a changed attitude of the Anglican com 
munion towards Catholicism. It would 
hat 
the Pope might modify Catholicism’s po- 
sitions of print iple.” 

Il Messaggero, Rome daily, called the 
visit one of “extraordinary importance.” 
Il Te mi po, another Rome paper, com- 
mented that the visit, together with ‘‘the 
hopes aroused . . 


be even less reasonable to suppose tf 


by the intense prep- 
arations for the Second Vatican Council, 

. echo Christ’s desire that all baptized 
people may form one family.” 

Meanwhile in Geneva, W. A. Visser 
*t Hooft, general secretarv of the World 
Council of Churches, scored as ‘‘com- 
pletely erroneous” early reports that plans 
for the meeting had been initiated be- 
tween the Archbishop and Roman Catho- 
lic observers attending the meeting of 
the WCC’s Central Committee in St. An- 
drews, Scotland, in August. Dr. Visser 
't Hooft said that correspondence con 
cerning the proposed visit had been 
started long before the St 
ing. 
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RURAL CHURCH CONSOLIDATION 
IS SEEN AS IMPERATIVE STEP 


DENVER, CoLo. (RNS)—Consolidation 
of small rural churches into large and 
active parishes to meet the needs of mod- 
ern town and country life was urged 
here by speakers at the annual National 
Convocation on the Church in Town and 
Country. 

Attended by nearly 500 rural church 
work leaders from 21 denominations, the 
meeting was sponsored by the National 
Council of Churches’ Department of 
Town and Country Church in coopera- 
tion with the Denver Area and Colorado 
Councils of Churches. 

Among those calling for consolidation 
were H. Conrad Hoyer of New York, 
associate executive secretary of the Na- 
tional Council’s Division of Home Mis- 
sions; and Prof. Victor Obenhaus of the 
University of Chicago. In support of the 
move, they pointed out that national and 
cultural differences among U.S. Protes- 
ti 
large waves of migration from various 
European countries during the past cen- 
turv—are largely disappearing, and that 
tensions over theological differences be- 
tween many denominations appear to be 
diminishing. 


nt bodies—many of which stem from 


Dr. Hoyer stressed that while there are 
as many rural churches now as there were 
a generation and more ago, the rural pop- 
ulation has been cut in half. 

“These churches were placed to meet 
the needs of the horse-and-buggy com- 
muter who used dirt roads,” he said. ‘His 
children and grandchildren now have 
high speed cars and smooth highways. 
They can travel farther to church and 
eet there quicker.” 

Contrary to popular ideas, Dr. Hoyer 
observed, church affiliation among rural 
people is often weaker than among their 
city or suburban brethren. In the state 
of Colorado for example, there are 17 
counties where only 20 per cent of the 
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people are associated with any denom- 
ination or faith, he said. 


Good Ministers Needed 


Prof. Obenhaus urged chuch planners 
to see that the town and country church 
becomes involved in the whole commu- 
nity, rather than merely thinking of its 
own individual role. 

“No longer,” he said, “can the church 
afford to waste the talent and training 
of its ministry in serving isolated, small 
parishes when the church is crying for 
good ministers in every field. The town 
and country church must form adequate 
parishes which can challenge the minis- 
ter’s talents.” 

Both speakers, however, acknowledged 
that rural parishioners in many cases 
will choose to cling to their familiar old 
patterns. 

“Although declining rural population 
necessitates a consolidation of many small 
country churches,” said Prof. Obenhaus, 
“(there is) a natural desire of the long- 
established little church and its congre- 
gation to stay alive.” 

Outmoded ways, said Dr. Hoyer, will 
continue to be more attractive to many 
than pioneering in something new, how- 
ever necessary. 


Less Than 100 Members 

Dean Calvin Schnucker of the Univer- 
sity of Dubuque (Ia.) Theological Sem- 
inary, in illustrating the problem which 
town and country church workers are 
attempting to overcome, cited a midwest 
county with 27 different churches, of 
which 23 have fewer than 10 Omembers 
each. One small village in the county, 
he said, has seven churches representing 
as many denominations. 

The experts noted that the town church 
often has restricted its efforts to the town 
and withheld its influence from the sur- 
rounding area. Such churches, they em- 
phasized, must change their attitude and 
welcome the open country residents. 

Members of a discussion panel agreed 
that, while the gospel has not changed 
since Jesus’ ministry in Galilee, the mod- 
ern minister must use a different imagery 
to translate it to his flock. 

Richard K. Smith of New York, asso- 
ciate secretary of the United Presbyterian, 
USA, Department of Town and Country 
Church—Indian Work, noted that ‘“‘to- 
day’s child has never seen a sheep, let 
alone a shepherd; and lives not in caves 
but in skyscrapers.” 

“How do you explain to him the Fa- 
therhood of God, who, like his father, 
seems to be around only on wekends?” 
asked Mr. Smith. 

* * x 
NO MAN is free who cannot command 
himself.—SENECA. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 








m- 


1ers 
rch 
nu- 

its 


ing 
1all 
for 
wn 
late 
lis- 


vill 
in\ 
wW- 


rch 
wn 
ur- 

m- 
ind 


ind 


OK 





THE GREATEST PROMISE 
By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for December 11, 1960 
Isaiah 9:2-7; Galatians 4:4-7 


The great promise, the greatest of all 
promises, is the promise of a Messiah, 
which runs through both the Old and 
New Testaments from beginning to end 
and which will be finally fulfilled when 
the kingdoms of this world become the 
kingdom of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. 

We look first at the promise as found 
in Isaiah 9:2-7. 

1. The Prince of Peace 

When Isaiah wrote the great world 
power was Assyria, a cruel, militaristic 
nation which was marching steadily west- 
ward and crushing relentlessly the small- 
er nations that stood in its way. Chapter 
8 describes the terrors of their invasion, 
ending with a prediction of “distress and 
darkness, the gloom of anguish,” and the 
“thick darkness” into which the people 
will be “thrust.” 

Chapter 9 opens with a prophecy of 
hope, a promise of light, and the predic- 
tion of final deliverance. We have 

1. The Jov of Delive rance, 1-3. Zebu- 
lun and Naphtali were tribal areas in 
Northern Palestine, directly west of the 
Sea of Galilee, and north of the valley 
of Jezreel. “Galilee” was a geographical 
term covering all the territory of these 
two tribes and the surrounding area as 
well. It was called “Galilee of the Na- 
tions’ because the area was inhabited in 
part by peoples other than the Hebrews. 
This was the region first depopulated by 
the Assyrian conqueror, Tiglath-Pileser, 
in 734, some years before this prophecy 
was delivered (2 Kings 15:29); the part 
of the land therefore on which the re- 


proach of foreign dominion will have 
lain longest when the deliverance comes. 

The deliverance is described as usual 
in the past tense, the tense of prophetic 
certainty. What Isaiah means is that the 
darkness of oppression and sorrow will 


} 


x suddenly dispelled by the shining of a 
great light and hailed with shouts of re- 
joicing by an emancipated nation. The 
process of depopulation, the result of 
deportation and war, will be arrested and 
reversed, and the followers of the Lord 
multiplied in number. It is recognized 
by all scholars that the reading of the 
King James Version—‘not increased the 
jov’’—is wrong. It should read as in the 
Revised Standard Version, “Thou hast 
multiplied the nation: thou hast increased 
its joy; thev rejoi e before thee as with 
joy at the harvest, as men rejoice when 
they divide the spoil.” 

The whole prophecy acquired a new 
and surprising significance when the good 
news of the kingdom began to be pro- 
claimed by our Lord, first in Galilee (Mt. 
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4:14-16). We know, as Isaiah did not, 
that the increase comes from the attractive 
power of the cross. 

2. The Nature of the Deliverance, 4-5. 
As before, Isaiah is thinking of the over- 
throw of the Assyrian tyranny. The “yoke 
of his burden” means the Assvyrian’s 
irksome yoke; the “staff for his shoulder” 
is the staff with which Judah’s shoulder 
was beaten; the day of Midian refers 
to the time when Gideon broke forever the 
power of the Midianites. Verse 5 is hope- 
lessly obscure in the KyJv. It is clearer in 
the rsv: ‘For every boot of the tramping 
warrior in battle tumult and every gar- 
ment rolled in blood will be burned as 
fuel for the fire.” In other words, Tudah’s 
coming deliverance shall include the utter 
destruction of the armor and weapons 
of their enemy; even their blood-soaked 
garmenrts shall be burned. 

%. The Agent of the Deliverance, 6. 
Almost certainly the child here described 
is the same child to whom reference has 
been made in 7:14—\the child born to 
some unknown Tewish maiden. a virgin. 
This child we are row told shall sit upon 
the throne of David and will combine in 
his single person the insight of the states- 
man, the valor of the warrior, the loving 
care of a father. and the power which will 
enable him to keep his enemies in sub- 
jection. 

First. e will be called Wonderful 
Counselor (to be taken as a_ single 
phrase), one who is wonderful in his in- 
sight or counsel. Second, he will be 
called Miehtv God. Savs Skinner: “‘These 
two titles ascribe to the Messiah the two 
fundamental virtues of a ruler, wisdom 
and strength. both in sunerhuman meas- 
ure.” 

The remaining two titles des ribe the 
character of the Messiah’s government 
as (a) paternal and (b) peaceful. The 
first attributes indicate that the Messiah 
will serve as a father to his people, not 
for a day or a year or a generation, but 
forever. 

“The whole series of names culminates 
in the ‘Prince of Peace,’ which he is by 
virtue of the characteristics expressed in 
the foregoing names. The name pierces 
to the heart of Christ’s work. For the 
individual he brines peace with God, peace 
in the else discordant inner nature, peace 
amid storms of calamity—the peace of 
submission, of fellowship with God, of 
self-control, of received forgiveness and 
sanctifying. For nations and civic com- 
munities he brings peace which will one 
day hush the tumults of war and burn 
chariots and all warlike implements in the 
fire. The vision tarries because Christ’s 
followers have not been true to their 
Master’s mission, but it comes, though its 
march is slow. We can hasten its arrival.” 
(Alexander Maclaren) 


4. The Extent of the Deliverance, 7. 
The throne of the Messiah will be estab- 
lished and supported not by force and 
conquest, but by the moral qualities of 
justice (rather than “judgment” as in 
the KJv) and righteousness. It is a king- 
dom which will continue to grow and 
shall never end. 

As we look out upon the present world 
situation, is it possible even to hope for 
such a government? Certainly not if we 
rely on human agencies alone. But Isaiah 
had faith in God even as we must have 
at the present time. ‘The zeal of the Lord 
of Hosts will do this.” 

But are we to rely on God alone? A 
popular Sunday school commentator re- 
cently wrote: 

“The world needs peace. Selfish nations 
and conniving politicians and godless men 
are never going to bring peace by their 
efforts to this blood-soaked earth; yet 
thank God for One who is almighty and 
omnipotent, who some day will fulfill the 
dreams of the hearts of millions of men 
of every age and bestow upon the earth 
a lasting peace. Until that time shall 
come let us not waste our energies and 
possessions in foolish attempts to bring 
about some temporary, superficial, lim- 
ited peace by the easily broken covenants 
of men, but let us give ourselves day and 
night to preaching the only gospel that 
can ever save and hold up him by whom 
alone men may have eternal life.” 

Is this advice sound, or unsound? I 
would say thoroughly unsound. Most of 
us, if not all, will agree that we must 
make every effort to maintain the peace 
in our own times, even if it should prove 
to be only a limited and temporary peace. 
We believe. moreover, that God calls 
statesmen and ordinary people like our- 
selves into his service, and it is through 
us that his will becomes effective in hu- 
man life. We are to spread the gospel 
of course, but we are to seek also to make 
that gospel effective in the whole of life, 
We pray that our newly-elected President, 
soon to take office, and those who counsel 
with him will be given wisdom so to direct 
our national affairs that peace may be 
preserved for our time—and all time. 


Il. If a Son, Then an Heir 


“When the time had fully come,” Paul 
writes, “God sent forth his son... .”” The 
Old Testament prophets believed that 
God moved in the affairs of men. Again 
and again they give us the promise—the 
promise of a Savior, through whom God’s 
purposes for mankind would be realized. 
When the time was ripe, says Paul, God 
sent forth his son. The more we contem- 
plate the world situation at the time of 
the coming of Christ the more we see that 
this was true. The world stage seems to 
have been set. The Romans, for a time, 
had brought peace and order to western 
man, the Greeks had contributed a com- 
mon language and a universal culture, 
the Jews offered a great promise and a 
hope. 

“When the time had fully come, God 
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sent forth his son .. .”—not a man like 


other men who gained some fresh insight 
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than ever before, there is 
a vital need for sound, bible- 
centered Christian education. 
This is certainly one of the most 
important and powerful tools the 
Church can use to counter the 
spread of athiestic materialism. 
To help your Sunday School 
meet this great challenge, here 
is the 1961 edition of Dr. Doug- 
lass’ commentary on the Inter- 
national Sunday School Lessons. 
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day Christian living, as well as an 
excellent source book in expository 
preaching! 


At all bookstores $3.25 
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about God which he made known to his 
fellowman, but one who came from God, 
who was sent by him, that he might bring 
to men what man could never find for 
himself. 

“God sent forth his son .. .,”’ one, that 
is, who because of his unique religious 
and ethical relationship to God, actually 
brings God to man. 

“God sent forth his Son, born of wom- 
an’’—divine, because he came from God 
and was indeed God’s son, yet human, 
because he was Mary’s son. The fact that 
he came into the world like every other 
child means also that he came to share 
our total existence. T. F. Torrance writes: 

“There is now no element of our human 
life with which God is not intimately in 
touch in Jesus Christ, and no human ex- 
perience of joy or sorrow, of pain or 
health, of trouble and anxiety or love 
and peace that need remain untouched 
by the love that has intervened in Jesus. 
Now that God has come in Jesus, bone of 
our bone and flesh of our flesh, he is to 
be found where we are found, where 
Jesus Christ himself encounters us in the 
heart of our humanity.” 

Paul emphasizes one particular aspect 
of our common humanity in which Jesus 
shared. Being “born of woman,” he was 
also “born under the law,” that is, in 
subjection to law. He knows therefore 
the plight of the sinner, the man who has 
broken God’s law, and is unable to find 
deliverance. 

He was born under law, says Paul, 
that he might redeem those who were un- 
der law. In the Greek there is no article 
before law in either verse 4 or 5. In other 
words, Paul is speaking of both Jew and 
Gentile—of the Jew who was obligated 
and yet failed to live up to the Mosaic 
Law and of the Gentile who was obligated 
and yet failed to live up to that law which 
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was written in his heart. 

Christ came to redeem those under law, 
to deliver them from the obligation to 
obey legal ordinances (as made clear in 
4:10 and 5:1-4) and also from the con- 
ception of God which legalism (a reduc- 
tion of religion to a set of rules) implies, 
as indicated by the following clause, and 
also verses 6-7; or, to go a little more 
deeply, to deliver us from the power of 
sin (which no code of ethics or set of 
ritual practices can ever do) and to bring 
us into that fellowship with God (which 
no moral conduct or ritual observance 
can ever do). Such fellowship is not 
achieved by one whose religion consists 
of, or whose conscience is satisfied by 
legal observances, whether it be in con- 
formity to a supposed Christian code, or 
simply the code that is accepted in one’s 
social circle. 

Christ came to deliver us from all 
legalistic views of religion that we might 
receive adoption as sons. The metaphor 
here employed comes from a Graeco-Ro- 
man device whereby a wealthy childless 
man might take into his family a slave, 
who thus by a great stroke of fortune 
ceased to be a slave and became a son and 
heir. We can never do enough to deserve 
such elevation. It is not something we 
earn. We can do nothing but accept, and 
need only to accept that which God gra- 
ciously offers through Jesus Christ. 

But how do we know that this is true— 
that we are sons of God, in spite of our 
unworthiness. We know it because “God 
has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 
hearts, crying, ‘Abba! Father!’ In other 
words because the Holy Spirit in our 
hearts moves us to approach God as chil- 
dren to a Father. 

“So through God,” continues Paul, 
“vou are no longer a slave but a son... .” 
Paul himself has been mentally enslaved, 
hound to inadequate views of both God 
and man that did not meet his needs 
or the needs of mankind; socially en- 
slaved, separated from his fellow man by 
narrow prejudices, that shut him off from 
the full meaning of human—and divine— 
fellowship; morally enslaved, a victim of 
prejudice and hate which he could not 
escape; spiritually enslaved, with a reli- 
gion that meant only the meticulous ful- 
fillment of duty. Christ has stricken off 
his chains, as he is ready to strike off 
our own chains. We are freed by faith, 
by faith in Jesus Christ as God’s Son, 
and through faith we ourselves become 
sons. And if we are sons, Paul reminds 
us, then we are heirs, looking forward to 
that full inheritance which awaits us, to 
the fulfillment of the great promise which 
he has given us through his Son. 





Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi 
sion of Education, National Council of Churches. Scrip 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version 

* * *K 
HE WHO reigns within himself and 
rules his passions, desires, and fears, 
is more than a king.—MILToN. 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE POWERS OF POETRY. By Gilbert 
Highet. Oxford University Press, New York. 
356 pp., $6.00. 

Gilbert Highet loves poetry and poets. 
Each of the 39 essays in this book reflects 
this love. The first group consists of a 
series of essays on poetic technique. There 
follows a group on individual poets run- 
ning the gamut from Shakespeare to 
Dylan Thomas. There then comes a col- 
lection of 21 studies of poems and groups 
of poems. The author concludes his vol- 
ume with a discussion of the question, 
“Why does anyone write poetry and why 
do we read it?” There is nothing star- 
tlingly new in this book. There is no 
striking off-beat criticism or heated de- 
parture from conventional norms, but for 
anvone, who like the author, loves poetry 
this is a good book. It will deepen appre- 
ciation of what you already know and it 
will broaden your insight into familiar 
poems and poets. 

KENNETH G. PHIFER. 
Louisville Presbyterian Seminary. 





CONVERSION. By Erik Routley. Muhlen- 
berg Press, Philadelphia. 52 pp., $1.00. 

A series of little essays under the gen- 
eral title, Fortress Books, and edited by 
Helmut T. Lehmann, deal with some of 
the central ideas of the Christian faith in 
terms that are readily understood. Earlier 
subjects included prayer, marriage, and 
the beginning and end of the world. The 
material in this volume is from the ver- 
satile pen of Erik Routley, minister of 
the Augustine-Bristo Congregational 
Church, Edinburgh, and formerly of the 
Faculty of Mansfield College, Oxford, 
and appeared in fuller form in an earlier 
work, The Gift of Conversion (Muhlen- 
berg, 1958). 

The format of this essay indicates the 
logical and thorough treatment we have 
learned to expect from Dr. Routley’s 
writings. In a careful unfolding of his 


theme, he deals with the definition, aim, 
author, effect, and context of conversion. 
A short chapter on evangelism offers some 
wise and healthy hints for those who are 
trying to keep its methods and objectives 
in accord with the gospel as Jesus taught 
it. 

This essay is compact enough and is 
reasonably priced for use as a study book 
for church groups or congregational 
boards. It could provide also an excellent 
framework for a Lenten series. 

DONALD MACLEOD. 
Princeton Theological Seminary. 
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@ Straight-forward word to Presbyterians 


ABOUT BOOKS AND READING 


By CARLYLE MARNEY 


Would you let me say, in reverent testimony as to who you are 
and what your potential is, that there is no excuse for Presbyterian 
laymen, lay-women, and ministers not being the best educated people 
in the world in terms of the Christian witness and faith. You have 
the books, you have the money to buy them, you have the basic 
education to read them. Education has been the fundamental corner- 
stone of your mission to the whole world since Alexander Duff in 
the 19th century. There are now in existence some brilliantly con- 
ceived and executed, fairly simple, laymen’s libraries of theological 
and Biblical thought that you ought to master and know so that you 
can talk to your children. Of course, you see that the church can’t 
go on as it always has. If it does, it will lose every young one it’s got. 


DR. MARNEY is minister of the Myers Park Baptist Church, Charlotte, N. C. He is 
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For your family worship and 
family altars of your parish, daily use of 
The Upper Room, the world’s most widely 
used devotional guide, offers a definite 
way to start the new year right. 


Continuing daily devotions throughout the 
year will not be difficult once the start 
has been made, and the spiritual progress 
of the participants will be assured. 


Many millions of Christians around the 
world have found the daily Bible readings, 
prayers and meditations in The Upper Room 
to be not only a guide to, but a stimulus 
for daily devotions. 


If you do not already have a subscription 
or your church a standing order for The 
Upper Room, write at once to receive the 
required number of copies by January 1. 


Ten or more copies 
fo one address, 

7 cents per copy. 
Individual yearly 
subscriptions by mail, 
$1; three years for 
$2. Order from 
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The world’s most widely used 
daily devotional guide 


37 Editions— 31 Languages 


1908 Grand Avenue Nashville 5, Tenn. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 
Presbyterian, U. S. 

Joseph D. Wilson from Louisville, Ky., 
to the Chelsea Avenue church, 299 Chel- 
sea Ave., Memphis 7, Tenn. 

J. Rupert McGregor has resigned as 
pastor of the First church, Fayetteville, 
N. C., and will make his home in Colum- 
bia, S. C. 

L. B. Horn, Jr., from Weslaco, 
to 2610 Hopeton, San Antonio, Texa 

Patrick H. Carmichael from Mobile, 
Ala., to 3818 Seminary Ave., Richmond 
27, Va 

Massey M. Heltzel from Richmond, 
Va., to 300 Government St., Mobile, Ala. 

James T. Womack, Jr., from Lincoln 
ton, N. C., to 607 Woodrow Ave., Colum- 
bia, S. C 

W. T. Stewart 
to Boligee, Ala. 

Edward J. Humphrey of the River 
church, Richmond, Va., has 
to become 








Texas, 


from Drakesboro, Ky., 
toad 
been called 
secretary of the 
Hanover (Richmond 


executive 
Presbytery of urea) 
United Presbyterian, USA 

Gordon H. Curtis from Cambria Heights, 
N. Y., to 219 Arbordale, Rochester 10, 
N. Y., Dec. 1 

Wayne M. Moulder 
Texas, to 1106 
Texas 

Kenneth B. Abel, Lisbon, N. D., 
become pastor of the West Newton, 
church, Dee. 15 

G. Lynn Myers ot 
studied last 
called to the 


from Texarkana, 
Ridge Way, Garland, 
will 
Pa., 


Franklin, Pa., 
year in Scotland, has 
jerry, Pa., church 

Charles W. Brightwell of Sutersville, 
Pa., will become minister of the Com 
munity Church, Grand Lake, Colo., Dec. 1 

Donald L. Gray from Missoula, Mont., 

the Mound City, Mo., church 

William Montgomery from Granite City, 
Ill., to the Flat River, Mo., church 

William C. Porter, Ozark, Mo., has re 
signed pastor of the Ozark-Yoachum 
Memorial church effective Dec. 1. 

William M. Walter from Blairstown, 
Mo., to assistant First and Cal 
vary church, Springfield, Mo., 918 East 
Harrisor St 

Roy T. Nunn from Seymour, Texas, to 
the Greenfield, Mo., Everton 
ton churches 

Norman Taylor, formerly of the South 
west Missouri Methodist Conference, has 
become pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church, Crane, Mo 
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BAGS FOR ROBES 


FLEXIBLE, frosty-clear Plastic Bags for 

Pulpit, Judicial, and Collegiate robes 
27 wide 63 long Full length zipper 
$4.50 pp. (Tax included) “SAFE-FUR-ME” 
BAGS CO., 1130 Quintard Ave., Anniston, 
Ala. 


POSITION WANTED 


BUSINESS MAN with engineering back- 

ground desires part-time work in Rich- 
mond, Virginia area, Available by re 
retirement Jan. Ist. 
teacher and voluntary 
look, Box F-24, 
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Experience as elder 
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Donald H. Frank from Hamburg, N. Y., 
to assistant minister of the 
Beach, Fla., church. 

Thomas H. Hedges 
ville, Conn., to the 
church. 

Richard S. Watson from Laurens, N. Y., 
to assistant minister of the Freeport, 
N. Y., church. 

Philip Muir from Bellingham, Wash., 
to the Walden church, Buffalo, N. Y. 

Paul M. Musser from the staff of West- 
minster College, Pa., to Tarko College, 
Mo., where he has become vice-president. 
serving also as dean of students and 
supervising all student activities. 
CAMPUS SPEAKERS 

H. Louis Patrick, Kansas City, Mo., was 
Religious Emphasis Week speaker at 
Arkansas College. 

Paul Tillich, Harvard University, was 
the Faith and Freedom lecturer at Amer- 
ican University, Washington, D. C. 

William F. Orr of Pittsburgh Theo- 
logical Seminary was Faith and Life 
Week speaker at Missouri Valley Colleg« 
CUMBERLAND SPEAKER 

Julian Price Love of 
byterian Seminary 
lecturer at the Cumberland 
conference Jan. 16-19, at 
McKenzie, Tenn. Dr. 
on the social 
theology. 
DEATHS 

Frederick Bronkema, 62, of the 
son Avenue church, Elizabeth, N. J., since 
1955, and formerly of the faculties of 
Princeton and Dubuque Seminaries, died 
in Elizabeth Nov. 14. A minister-son is 
Frederick H. of Atlantic Highlands, N. J 
A brother is Ralph, retired, Sioux Center, 
la 


Pompano 


from Thompson- 
Schoharie, N. Y., 


Pres 
featured 
ministers’ 
jethel College, 
Love will speak 
application of Christian 


Louisville 
will be the 


Madi- 


Mrs. Charles (Della McRae) Mont- 
gomery, 87, of Fine Creek Mills, Va., 
died Nov. 14 in a Richmond, Va.. hospital. 
Her husband died in 1952. 

John E. Eastman, 28, and six children 
were killed Noy. 18 when the car in which 
they were riding struck a bridge abutment 
near Dover, Minn. Mrs. Eastman was at 
home at the time. He was pastor of the 
Lewiston, Minn., and Utica churches. 


CHURCHES ARE LOCATED 
WHERE PEOPLE ARE NOT 


Lonpon—The Church of England has 
reported that 370 of its 17,980 parish 
churches in England are not being used 
regularly for public worship and another 
420 are expected to become redundant in 
the next 15 or 20 years. 

“Apathy among churchgoers is not the 
cause,” said Bishop Kenneth Hearley of 
Grimsby, a member of the church com- 
mission that drew up the report. “Our 
churches happen to be where people are 
not.” 

He said this was due to population 
shifts from the center of big towns. The 
report said that of the 790 churches which 
are now or will become redundant, some 
440 are of particular historic or archi- 
tectural value. It urged establishment of 
a fund to preserve these churches. 

(EPS, Geneva.) 
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1 Out of Every 4 Students 
AT DAVIDSON COLLEGE NEXT 
YEAR WILL RECEIVE SCHOL- 
ARSHIP AID INCLUDING 
20 Joseph Moore McConnell Scholarships 

75 Charles A. Dana Scholarships 
40 Other Competitive Scholarships 
Plus Other General Scholarship Aid 
Up to $1400 Average $500 
For Information Write: 
Office of Admissions and Financial Aid 
Box P, Davidson College 
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1776 Hampden-Sydney College 1960 


record for turning out leaders in church, community and nation. 


Sound education undergirded by Christian faith. 


THOMAS E. GILMER, President 


Hampden-Sydney, Virginia 
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